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SHARING THE GOSPEL
wiTH Deaf Children in Dearborn
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program of LLMS Recognized Service
Organization Ephphatha Lutheran Mission
Society. St. Martin opened in 2016 inside
Emmanuel Lutheran School, Dearborn, and
currently has six students enrolled — three
full time and three part time. The students of
St. Martin and Emmanuel interact regularly,
and all students and staff, deaf and hearing
alike, learn American Sign Language (ASL).

Rice, who has been deaf since the age of 5,
was born in Fujian, China. When she was 13,
her family moved to Macau, China, where
she attended Concordia School for Special
Education and met missionary Rev. Thomas
Dunseth. He baptized and catechized Rice and
encouraged her to pursue church work.

At St. Martin, Rice advocates a classical
Christian approach because “while we learn
subjects, we also learn that God is in each of
these subjects.” She loves seeing a student who
has not previously been taught ASL begin to
develop a vocabularv for learning about Tesus.

Liockwise, irom top: A ol. Martin
Lutheran School for the Deaf
student responds to a discussion
in class. Deaconess Diana Rice
reads a book with a student. The
Rev. Tyler Walworth, senior pastor
at Emmanuel Lutheran Church and
School, works with students.
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n a classroom in Dearborn, Mich.,
Deaconess Diana Rice teaches a small
group of elementary students. At first
glance, the classroom appears like any
other. But while Rice uses a variety
of gestures, visual aids and facial expressions
to teach, no words pass her lips. Her students
respond in kind, answering her questions with
signs rather than voices.
Rice is the only full-time teacher at St.
Martin Lutheran School for the Deaf, a

‘The parents of Tavia Hardesty said they
chose St. Martin because the school holds the
deaf students to the same standards as the
hearing students. “[Tavia] is reading and writ-
ing at the same level that any normal 6-year-old
is,” said Justin Hardesty. “She is exactly where
she needs to be.”

‘The Rev. Tyler Walworth, senior pastor
at Emmanuel and sole pastor at Our Savior
Lutheran Church of the Deaf in Beverly Hills,

Mich,, is a daily presence at St. Martin, where
he teaches Bible stories, English and Latin. He
also leads weekly chapel.

“There is a major gap in the education of deaf
children,” Walworth said. “But the even greater
gap is the number of deaf children who don’t
have access to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Both
of these needs constantly come to my mind as I
continue to think of how to serve this commu-
nity that our dear Lord Jesus loves so much.”





