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Council of Lutheran Women 

58th Annual Luncheon 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 

11:00 am 

Macomb Sports & Expo Center 
14500 Twelve Mile Road 

Warren, Michigan 
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Please. . . 
If for any reason you cannot remain                      

until our 2:30 pm closing, please leave the 
main room before our speaker is introduced.  

In previous years some people have left             
during the presentation which,               

though not intended, may appear to                   
be  a discourtesy to the speaker. 

Thank You! 

Welcome - President Lucie Witte 

Mistress of Ceremonies - Laura Thomas 

The Invocation - Josh Britton, seminarian 

Introduction of the Lutheran Women of the Year 

Salute to Women of the Year -   

Rev. Jeffrey Frechette 

Introductions of Guests & Board Members 

President’s Remarks 

Table Prayers - Rev. Tyler Cronkright 

Luncheon 

We Return Thanks 

Inspirational Speaker - Dr. Gregory Seltz 

Benediction and Closing Prayer  

 

Program 
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 Menu 

Closing Prayer 
(Tune: Drawn to the Cross) 
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 Lutheran Women of the Year 2022 
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4950 Oakman Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48204

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Honors Our  

2022 Woman of the Year

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman 

who fears the Lord is to be praised.  Proverbs 31:10 (ESV)

Ms. Patiana McCants

Congratulations!  
Patiana, we appreciate your excellence in Administrative Assistance from the: 

Altar Guild
Christian Education

Church Council

Evangelism
Finance Committee

Food Pantry
Health & Wellness Ministry

Hospitality

Ladies Aid
Ladies Guild

Lay Ministry
Music Ministry 

Prayer Journey

Properties Management
Stewardship

Technology & Media  
and The Entire Church Congregation ☺

Reverend Richard E. Robinson, Pastor 
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Dr. Gregory Seltz, Executive Director of Lutheran Center for 
Religious Liberty, is a sought after speaker on 
topics such as  “Church and State—the Public 
Theology and Mission  of Christ’s  Church in 
the 21st Century;” “The Public Practice  of 
Believers as Faithful Citizens;” and “Preparing 
Pastors for the Post-modern, Urban Church.” 

He holds a bachelors degree in New 
Testament—Biblical Languages from Concordia University, Ann 
Arbor, a Master of Divinity in Systematics—New Testament, a 
Master of Sacred Theology in Systematics and a Ph.D. in Theology 
and Culture from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He was awarded 
the Doctor of Divinity Degree from Concordia University, Irvine, 
for his work in Dallas, NYC, and Los Angeles launching urban 
churches as well as training over 75 candidates for LCMS urban 
ministry in the U.S. Seltz is Speaker Emeritus of Lutheran Hour 
Ministries. 

He and his wife, Marie Yvette, live in Washington, D.C. and 
have one daughter, Devin. 

Speaker - Dr. Gregory Seltz 

8th grade students from St. John, Fraser for 
carrying donations from the door to the packing 
point. 

Trinity, Utica for printing the program booklets. 

Gary Tafoya (GRT Photographic, Richmond) for  
giving of his time and  talent to photograph our 
special honorees. 

Sam’s Florist for preparing the flowers. 

Thanks to You! 
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Preschool-Eighth Grade 

22425 Morley Ave. 

Dearborn, MI 48128 

313-561-6265 

www.emmanueldearborn.org 

 

In confidence of God’s grace and love for all His children, 

Emmanuel Lutheran School is committed to offering a faith-

based education that: 

➢ Builds Character- Our school expands upon and supports 

the important lessons you teach your children at home. 

➢ Instills Confidence- We treat every child as an individual 

with unique talents and gifts, and we teach them to 

welcome every challenge with strength, faith, and 

confidence. 

➢ Encourages Scholarship- We offer a diverse and 

challenging curriculum, and the freedom to learn in a 

dynamic, distraction free environment. 

➢ Encourages Participation- We advocate active student 

participation in school activities, and we welcome your 

involvement in the ongoing education of your child. 

Join us for an 

Open House 

Thursday, April 28 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 21 from 10:00 a.m. to Noon 

We invite your family to join us! 

Visit the classrooms, meet the teachers, and learn 

more about our wonderful school! 

All new enrollees will receive $50.00 off of the 

$350.00 registration fee. 
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 Council of Lutheran Women 

Due to the ongoing restrictions and precautions of COVID-19, the annual 
luncheon moved to a webinar format for the Council’s 57th anniversary 
celebration. The event included live and   recorded components during the 1 hour 
event. Virtual Mistress of Ceremonies, Laura Thomas, glued together each 
segment with introductions and remarks. The event included taped greetings 
from three Women of the Year honorees, three scholarship recipients, and a 
virtual tribute to the 57 Women of the Year honorees for 2020 and 2021. Peace 
and St. John Food Bank Coordinators provided an “inside look” at their 
operations and our Operation Layette Coordinator shared details of this program 
which is located at St. Paul, Royal Oak. Humorist and speaker Jan Struck 
encouraged viewers to rejoice using Philippians 4:4-7 as their guide. The Council 
rejoiced that over 200 webinar links were sent out for this event. Donations from 
registrants enabled the Council to continue our scholarship awards to 13 
seminarian students, plus the two memorial scholarships to two young ladies at 
Concordia University Ann Arbor preparing for careers in ministry. 

The Executive Committee and the Board of Directors met five times in the past 
year (one via ZOOM) to plan the activities of the organization. The Council thanks 
the hosting congregations in 2021:  Holy Cross, Warren; St. Paul, St. Clair 
Shores; Guardian, Dearborn; Faith, Troy;  and St. Paul, Sterling Heights.  

The Council has welcomed Elli’s House as a new member organization.. The 
Council was able to focus on ten of our ministry partners as presenters for a 
special Mission Focus Event in September with additional ministries on display. 
In-gathering of needed items for those ministry partners as well as the two Detroit 
Lutheran Food Banks and Operation Layette are welcomed at each of the 
Council’s general meetings and the annual Luncheon. You can visit our website 
(clwmichigan.com) to learn more about the opportunities to support our ministry 
partners.  

The Council continues to offer a Scholarship Program for anyone wishing to 
contribute funds for scholarships. Information on this and other ways to support 
the efforts of the Council such as Thrivent Choice Dollars is available on the 
Council website. 

As my time to serve as President comes to a close, I am thankful for each of the 
women who served on the Board so faithfully. It has been an honor to work with 
you and I pray God’s continued guidance and blessings on the next president. 

Joining you in His service, 

Lucie Witte, President 
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John Baseley 

 Ft. Wayne - 4th yr - Emmanuel, Dearborn 

Brandon Bettcher 

 St. Louis - 3rd yr - St. Peter, Macomb 

Brandon Boos 

 St. Louis - 2nd yr - Faith, Troy 

Dane Breitung 

 Ft. Wayne - 4th yr - Emmanuel, Dearborn 

Josh Britton 

 St. Louis - 1st yr - Trinity, Utica 

Jacob Childers 

 St. Louis - 3rd yr - Christ the King, Southgate 

Nick Gapski 

 Ft. Wayne - 3rd yr -  St. Peter, Eastpointe 

Nora Gorman (deaconess) 

 Ft. Wayne - 3rd yr - St. John, Fraser 

Nathaniel Konkel 

 Ft. Wayne - 4th yr - Christ the King, Southgate 

Alex Ogden 

 Ft. Wayne - 1st yr - Historic Trinity 

Scholarship Recipients, 2021 - 2022 
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Leona M. Meyer Memorial Scholarship  

Sarah Jackemeyer  

Concordia University - Ann Arbor 

 Elementary Education Teacher 

John C. Streit Memorial Scholarship  

 Clorissa Smith 

Concordia University - Ann Arbor 

Family Life & Youth Ministry 

Scholarship Recipients, 2021 - 2022 

Sean Sheppard 

 St. Louis - 1st yr - Trinity, Utica 

Dylan Thomas Smith 

 Ft. Wayne - 4th yr - Christ the King, Southgate 

Chris Sturges 

 St. Louis - 2nd yr - Faith, Troy 
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     We thank each one of our sponsors whose donations 

will go to support our seminarian scholarship program  

Gold Circle 

Judy Shepard  

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of Detroit 

Platinum Circle 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Covenant Financial Group 

Marilyn Cummer 

St. Paul Women Serving Christ, Sterling Heights 

Silver Circle 

Daryl and Lucie Witte 

LWML English District Greater Detroit Zone 

LWML Michigan District 

Rev. & Mrs. Harold A. Avers 

Wellspring Chapter 18 Auxiliary 

Bronze Circle 

Guardian Lutheran Church 

Marie Riley 

Sue Boyle 

Seminarian Sponsorships 

Hostesses & Parking Assistants 

Judy Baarck, Terrie Buchanan, Charlon Franke,              

Will Hoffmeier, Karen Linzing, Mark Linzing,                            

Lois McCarty, Richard McCarty, Sue Poole,                            

Mark Siladke, Terri Siladke, Daryl Witte
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Camp Restore Detroit 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis  

Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne;  

Concordia University – Ann Arbor 

Family of God, Detroit 

Gifts for All God’s Children 

LCMS - Michigan District 

Lutheran Luncheon Club 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries 

LWML Michigan District 

MOST Ministries 

POBLO 

Wellspring Lutheran Services & Foundation 

Operation Layette, Food Banks &  

Seminarian communication 

List of Exhibitors 
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Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend: 

Spring Meeting 

Monday, April 25, 2022 

9:15 am 

Shadow of the Cross, Farmington Hills 

CLW Updates, elections, Luncheon,  and 
Presentation by Megan Schultz on A2E Ministry 

Fall Meeting  

Monday, September 26, 2022 

9:15 am 

Location TBD 

Luncheon and CLW Updates 

Council of Lutheran Women Luncheon  

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 

11 am 

Burton Manor, Livonia 

2022-2023 Activities 

Annual Luncheon Committee 

Registration & Seating - Candie Sionkowski 

Woman of the Year Awards - Gina Davidson  

Hospitality - Sheri Comeford 

Program Booklet - Barb Collins 

Ingathering - Human Care Committee 
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 Council Board of Directors 2021-22 
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Phyllis Ullmer – A truly dedicated and faithful 

servant to our many ministries for 30 plus years.  We 

thank you for continuing to be a blessing to our food 

pantry, altar guild, ushers, tellers, etc.  God Bless 

your willingness to serve our church and community 

in so many capacities.  Holy Cross Warren  

The parent groups and staff of Lutheran High North 

thank Robin Schulz for her outstanding service to benefit 

our students and families.  

The Boosters and Parents in Prayer groups at            

Lutheran High Northwest thank Beth Helmer                  

for her dedicated service to the school.  

The parent groups and staff of             

Lutheran High Westland thank            

Denise Catallo for her dedication and 

outstanding ministry at the school.  
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Barb Collins - Thank you for being the Golf 

Outing Director at the LWML Lexington 

convention. Due to your leadership and 

commitment to meeting our mite goal,            

the Outing was awesome. 

Macomb South LWML Zone 

Barbara Hoffmeier -  

Thank you for being our Activities Chairman 

at the Lexington Convention. With your 

experience, love, wisdom, patience, and faith  

you guided us all to success. 

Macomb South LWML Zone 

God’s Blessings to Vicky Burgess 

Our Woman of the Year 

Your faithful service is an inspiration to us! 

St. Paul Women Serving Christ, Sterling Heights 
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Leona Meyer 1964-1968 

Helen Deierlein 1968-1972 

Ruth Wier Goeschel 1972-1976 

Dorothy Streit 1976-1980 

Vera Rowden 1980-1984 

Betty Durrenberg Mueller 1984-1988 

Maryann Brueggeman 1988-1992 

Betty Durrenberg Mueller 1992-1996 

Lucille Kers 1996-2000 

Pearl Odren 2000-2004 

Doris August 2004-2008 

Judy Wargo 2008-2010 

Janice Bronsted 2010-2014 

Barb Collins  2014-2018 

Past Council Presidents 

Memorials 
In Memory of by 

Martha Bender Wellspring Chapter 18 Auxiliary 

Martha Bender Sue Lavender 

Marie Chapman Emmanuel Ladies Aid 

Rev. Dr. John Herzog  Paul Looker 

Paul & Alice Juengel Barb Collins 

Leona M. Meyer Linda Murdock 

Delores Schwartz Emmanuel Ladies Aid 

James Loyd Shepard Judith Shepard 

Barbara Twork Emmanuel Ladies Aid 
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Sheri Comeford  

Thank you for being a joyful and compassionate 

friend, with the biggest heart for missions ever.  You 

continue to uplift our spirits with your love of Jesus! 

Macomb South LWML Zone 

Alexandria Hayman - Thank you for 

keeping our Hope family strong and 

focused on our new neighborhood food 

outreach program.   

You have a true servant heart.  

Hope Lutheran Church, Warren 

Praise and thanksgiving for Judy Pflug.   

What a blessing you have been to MOST Ministries over 

the last 7 years.  Thank you for your faithful service.   

MOST Ministries  
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Philonese Lanier-Walker 

We are honored to have you serving among 

us at Mt. Calvary.  May you continue              

to be a blessing in our community. 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran - Detroit 

Maggie Wiley 

Our 2022 Woman of the Year 

We thank the Lord for your willing hands, 

humble spirit and open heart as you serve 

the Lord and others joyfully.  May the Lord 

bless you!  East Bethlehem Lutheran 

Handmaidens, Detroit 

Marlene Gunnell  

Thank you for all you have done, at Hope, to 

keep our LWML on track.  Your love of 

mission work has inspired everyone. 

Hope Lutheran Church, Warren 


