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Council of Lutheran Women 

54th Annual Luncheon 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

11:15 am 

Wyndham Garden 
34911 Van Dyke Avenue 

Sterling Heights 

 



2 

 

Please. . . 
If for any reason you cannot remain                      

until our 2:30 pm closing, please leave the 
main room before our speaker is introduced.  

In previous years some people have left             
during the  presentation which,               

though not intended, may appear to                   
be  a discourtesy to the speaker. 

Thank You! 

Welcome - President Barb Collins 

Mistress of Ceremonies - Patti Jacques 

The Invocation - Rev. Dan Howard, Counselor 

Introduction of the Lutheran Women of the Year 

Salute to Women of the Year -  Paul Wills, CEF                                   

Introductions of guests & Board members 

President’s Remarks 

Table Prayers - Rev. Jeffrey Frechette, 

Bethlehem, Roseville                                                

Luncheon 

We Return Thanks 

Inspirational Speaker - Elaine Bickel 

Benediction and Closing Prayer - 

Rev. David Mews, Guardian, Dearborn 

Program 
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 Menu 

Closing Prayer 
(Tune: Drawn to the Cross) 
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 Lutheran Women of the Year 2018 
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 Lutheran Women of the Year 2018 
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Lutheran Women of the Year 2018 

Church Extension Fund for underwriting many of 
today’s expenses. 

5th & 6th grade students from St. Peter, Eastpointe 
for carrying donations from the door to the 
packing point. 

Gary Tafoya (GRT Photographic, Richmond) for  
giving of his time and  talent to photograph our 
special honorees. 

Sam’s Florist for preparing the flowers. 

Thanks to You! 
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First and foremost, Elaine Bickel considers herself a 
Child of God and a Servant of God’s People.  

She is a popular speaker 
who brings her inspirational 
and humorous message to 
attendees at  banquets, 
meetings and retreats in 
the United States and 
Canada.                                                        

Elaine is the author of many 
Concordia Publishing House 
curriculum materials for 
Sunday schools, Vacation 
Bible schools, and Lutheran 
day schools. She is also the 

author of three Bible study books  as  well   as  
devotions  and articles published in Lutheran Woman's  
Quarterly, Guideposts, and other publications. She also 
is an  experienced youth and family life director and a  
coordinator for Rainbows for All God's Children, a 
support group for children  experiencing loss due to 
death or divorce.     

Elaine is a recipient of the Saginaw News Crystal 
Apple Award for teaching excellence; currently, she is 
teaching part-time at Immanuel Lutheran School in 
Frankentrost, MI.    

Check out the free downloadable devotions she 
shares on her website at www.elainebickel.com 

Speaker - Elaine Bickel 
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Jakob Andrzejewski 

 Ft. Wayne - 2nd yr - Historic Trinity, Detroit 

Joe Casigla 

 St. Louis - 4th yr - GPC - Faith, Troy 

Tyler Cronkright 

 St. Louis - 2nd yr - SMP - Christ Our Savior, Livonia 

Ryan Duerr 

 St. Louis - 2nd yr - STM - Hope, Warren 

Sam Fink  

 St. Louis - 3rd yr - St. Luke, Ann Arbor 

Richard Grunewald 

 St. Louis - 4th yr SMP/ 1st yr - GPC - Faith, Troy 

Mike Hansen  

 St. Louis - 4th yr - St. Luke, Ann Arbor 

Dan  Howard 

 St. Louis - 2nd yr GPC - Hope, Warren 

Hayden Lucas  

 St. Louis - 1st yr - Trinity, Utica 

Brian Muldowney 

 St. Louis - 3rd yr - Historic Trinity, Detroit 

Diana Rice  

 CUC - 2nd yr - Deaconess - Emmanuel, Dearborn 

Scholarship Recipients, 2017 - 2018 
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Andrew Simpson 

 St. Louis - 2nd yr - Faith, Troy 

Dylan Thomas Smith 

 Fort Wayne - 1st yr - Christ the King, Southgate 

Jacob Smith 

 St. Louis - 1st yr - St. John, Fraser 

Timothy Smith 

 St. Louis - 3rd yr - St. John, Fraser 

 

Scholarship Recipients, 2017 - 2018 

Leona B. Meyer Memorial Scholarship  

Nora Scahel 

 Concordia University Ann Arbor, 4th yr - Family Life 

 

John C. Streit Memorial Scholarship  

 Olivia Wonsey  

 Concordia University Ann Arbor, 4th yr - Family Life 
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 Council Board of Directors, 2017  
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Leona Meyer 1964-1968 
Helen Deierlein 1968-1972 

Ruth Wier Goeschel 1972-1976 
Dorothy Streit 1976-1980 
Vera Rowden 1980-1984 

Betty Durrenberg Mueller 1984-1988 
Maryann Brueggeman 1988-1992 

Betty Durrenberg Mueller 1992-1996 
Lucille Kers 1996-2000 
Pearl Odren 2000-2004 
Doris August 2004-2008 
Judy Wargo 2008-2010 

Janice Bronsted 2010-2014 

Past Council Presidents 

Annual Luncheon Committee 

Reservations - Barbara Karowich 

Woman of the Year Awards - Gina Davidson  

Hospitality - Sheri Comeford 

Program Booklet - Barb Collins 

Hostesses 

Linda Conger, Charlon Franke, Carey Furest,  
Helen Helzer, Jeannine Kemp, Karen Linzing,  

Lois McCarty, Wilma Wagner, Lucie Witte 
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Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend: 

Spring Meeting 

Monday, April 30, 2018  

9:15 am 

St. Paul, Farmington Hills 

CLW Updates, Luncheon, and                                                            
Guest Speaker - Darcy Paape 

Women’s Leadership Institute 
 

Fall Meeting  

Monday, September 24, 2018 

9:15 am 

Our Shepherd, Birmingham 
Guest Speakers - Rev. Tim & Beth Heiney 

Missionaries in Guinea, West Africa 
 

Presidents Tea  

Monday, October 15, 2018  

Christ Our Savior, Livonia 

Chamber Choir, Lutheran High Westland 
 

Women of the Year Luncheon  

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

TBD 

2018 - 2019 Activities 
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Congratulations to Debbie Day from St. Matthew! 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others,       
so that they may see your good works and give glory       

to your Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 
Congratulations!  Mom and Beth 

God’s Blessings to Debbie Varcak 

Our Woman of the Year 

St. Paul Women Serving Christ 

Sterling Heights 

Congratulations Mary Hintze, our 2018 Woman 

of the Year.  May the light of your faith in our 

Lord Jesus and love for all God’s people 

continue to be a blessing to others. 

Holy Cross Warren 

St. Luke Lutheran Church, Clinton Township 

Woman of the Year 

Sharon Stocker 

Our Sister in Christ 
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Congratulations Pamela Stokes, who has a quiet 
spirit, a loving heart and is a diligent and excellent 
servant of the Lord.  May God continue to bestow 

you with blessings.   
Outer Drive Faith Lutheran Church  

Praise and thanksgiving to God for His 
faithful servant Kathy Smith, our 2018 

Woman of the Year.  God bless you always. 
St. Thomas, Eastpointe 

HIS II Women’s Bible Study 

NORA BAARS:  Child of God, wife, mother¸ 

grandmother, teacher, Bible Study leader, 

caring servant, knitter, quilter, usher, 

steward, friend, teammate and LWML 

leader.  All for the Glory of God!   

Love, Hope’s LWML 
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 Council of Lutheran Women 
President’s Report - 2017 

As I look back over the last year it is evident that God has blessed our 
organization mightily through its dedicated and faithful members. The Council 
now represents 80 churches and organizations with our newest member, Camp 
Restore, residing at Mt. Calvary, Detroit. 

At last year’s luncheon the Council honored 56 women from our member 
organizations and 917 men and women attended the luncheon.  After lunch we 
were entertained by Rev. Rennie Kaufmann and his daughter Esther who sang 
a variety of music.  The proceeds of the luncheon provided scholarships we 
awarded in September to the seminary and deaconess students from our 
member congregations.  Scholarships went to 14 men who attend seminary 
and 1 woman in the deaconess program at Concordia University – Chicago.  In 
addition, two memorial scholarships were awarded to women studying for 
church work careers at Concordia University—Ann Arbor. 

The Council continues to support several mission projects.  During the past 
year layettes were prepared and given to organizations that serve women with 
unplanned pregnancies.  Detroit Lutheran food banks and the Detroit Rescue 
Mission Ministry were given contributions of food and paper products, bath and 
bed linens, and personal hygiene products.  The Council is now reporting on all 
our inter-congregational members and letting everyone know their needs. 

The Council continues to offer an opportunity for anyone to support the Council 
by contributing to our Sponsorship Program.  This donation goes directly to the 
Scholarship Fund and is not used for expenses.  Thank you to all who 
contributed to the sponsorship program this year.  A donation may be made at 
any time during the year and will be recorded in the program booklet.  See our 
website (clwmichigan.com) for instructions to donate to the sponsorship 
program. 

The Council thanks it hosting congregations in 2017:  Grace, Redford, East 
Bethlehem, Detroit, Huntington Woods, Hope, Warren, Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation, Holy Cross, Warren  and Concordia – Ann Arbor  Guild.   

In my time of serving as your President I am thankful to each of the women 
who served on the Board so faithfully.  It has been a pleasure to serve you and 
I pray God’s continued guidance and blessings on the new president. 

In gratitude for the Lord’s blessing,    

Barb Collins, President 
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     We thank each one of our sponsors whose donations 
will go to support our scholarship program for seminarians. 

Gold Circle 

Church Extension Fund  

Glen Eden Lutheran Memorial Park 

Hope Lutheran, Warren 

Hydraulic Tubes & Fittings, LLC 

J House Juice 

Platinum Circle 

Concordia University - Ann Arbor 

Marilyn Cummer  

St. Paul Women Serving Christ - Sterling Heights 

H.I.S. II Women’s Bible Study, St. Thomas, Eastpointe 

Wellspring Lutheran Services Auxiliary #18   

Silver Circle 

Daryl and Lucie Witte 

Rev. Dr. Richard Zeile 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

TiTran Remodeling & Repair 

Bronze Circle 

Christie Wilczynski 

Holy Cross Classic Cruisers - Warren 

Industrial Boring Company 

Greater Detroit Zone - LWML English District  

Jan & Jim’s Hallmark 

POBLO 

Seminarian Sponsorships 
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Hans D. Fuchs (1995-2018)  

President of    

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation, Taylor  

Mt. Calvary Lutheran in Detroit is blessed     

to have Lori Carrier serving among us.       

God’s continued blessings on your service!  

Christie Wilczynski of 

LWML Dearborn Downriver Zone 

Thanks for continuing to do God’s work 

through LWML and at Trinity, Wyandotte. 

Thank you, Delrose Zorn, for your volunteering 

spirit and passion for missions! 

MOST Ministries Staff 


